
406 Tracts Concerning North Carolina

it to be sufficient warning to every rebellious sinner, to find how
positively it is there denounced: For what God has so solemnly

threatened, he will most assuredly inflict.

THESE then are the principal reasons which enforce the duty

enjoined by the Apostle ; but there are several others, which, if duly

attended to, cannot but add considerable weight to the arguments

already offered, and which I shall, therefore, beg briefly to mention.

LET it be considered then, that resistance to that lawful power

and authority which God hath set over us, can never possibly be

productive of any thing but the wildest uproar, and most universal

confusion; and, in the end, can never fail of being attended with

the most shocking and dismal effects.

OF this we would have seen a dreadful and melancholy proof;

and God only knows what worse consequences might have ensued,

had they not been happily prevented by the good conduct of those

brave men, who distinguished themselves as remarkably by their

HUMANITY, as by the VALOUR, they shewed on that trying

occasion.

TO their courage and intrepidity will ever be due our warmest

gratitude and thanks ; which, blessed be God, gave so timely a check

to the desperate fury of those rash men who were engaged in that

execrable attempt ; and to their humanity these very men ever ac-

knowledge themselves obliged, which bore so long and patiently their

repeated and exasperating insults, and treated them afterwards with

greater leniently than they could reasonably expect ; for where one

has not fallen, twenty ought to have suffered.

LET every one learn, that outrage and violence can never answer

any other end but to spread slaughter and desolation around us;

and to introduce the most wretched scenes of misery and distress:

Let them consider further, how impossible it is that any good can

ever be brought about by such wicked means; and that tho(ugh)

some [9] may only meet the ruin their rashness has sought, yet

many others must unavoidably become partakers in the calamity

who were never partners in the crime.

THE consideration therefore of the present misfortunes, in which

many of their fellow creatures must be involved, as well as the fu-

ture destruction to which others are exposed by such daring acts of

rebellion, will naturally restrain every man from uniting in them


